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WASHI‘\'GTON The ‘Senatel
cleared‘ the way’ -esterday for: ap- ,
prov.:di3 of Iegislation "under~which
Jot!rnahs's zmd government officials
cotild‘be jailed er fined for publicly *
dlsclosmv the names of covert Amer-
lcan mte!hoence agents. :

The proposal is slrongly :.upported
b ’Presxdem Reagan as a means of.
pre\emxm7 terrorist ‘attacks on CIA] .

;mnts .overseas. But it has been,
condemned by some senators, jour-3
nalism societies and’the American?:
Civil Liberties Umon as a direct at-~
1ack on-the free-press provxsxonsof
thc First Amendment. - ) pre

" The Aoent Identities Bxll appro»edﬁ‘
by the House last fall, was first-pro-:
posed four years ago when former’
CIA officers sucheas thp Agee be-]
gan nammg pames-and locanons of*
tndercover intelligénce agents* as 1
partof a campaign to limit or abohsh
‘covert operations by the CIA. -
‘ But the debate has broadened: smce,\
then, and enactment of the measure ,
has been delayed for months by dis- |
agreemem over how difficult it |*
should be for a'prosecutor to build a -
case against a reporter who named&

overt agentin print.. : i

" The Senate fesolved that issue yes-1.
.tcrday, voting 55-39 1o approve a ver--
sion that would allow a journalist to
be convicted only if a jury had rea-1’
son 1o believe that the identification
of an agent would disrupt intelli-"
gence operations. A final vote on the: 1
legislation was dela yed, probablv
uxml today a

= A competing versxon recom’nend-"
cd by the Senate. Judnuary Commit-
itee and Sen. Joseph Biden (D :Del)), |
mould have gone further: requiringa
jury to conclude that a Teporter 1n-

VA )

T,

“ists, said it was uncongtitutional and™ -
j ~would have:aschilling effecton the:! .
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. tended, 1o drsrnpb USs: ,n)lelhgen‘cea clumsy and

operanons Many of mose“ vho supg
poned that versjon expressedidxssal—
isfaction wuh\thg'me .was:;
approved -
:Charles Novitz presxdém of vama S
.Delta Chi, an ‘organization ofjoumal—.,

v

‘reparting of US- acnvmes ;0verseas.’
This bill strikes ar the rightof. Ameri-%
cans to monitor Hieirgovernment.; "‘;

"_ Jack Landau/director of- the Rew

“'porters-Committee for Freédom of

the Press, complamed that “this bill =
alows for the prosecution.and jailing.?
of news reporters and authors for*‘
identifying agents or their. sources,
even .if the agcm. or the! source xs,..

-breaking federal taw, or, is vnolatmv .
"‘pre51demxal policy, or cven:if thelr :
¥ names come from public records.”* : ;:arms-selling operation in Libya¥;

.7 “The First Amendment,” said. Lzm- ‘

dau “only’ permits the convncnon-a
“and jailing of news people for pub- b4

“lishing information which is a dx *

rect, immediate and irreparablé’inju-
- Ty 0 the national security, and does
"not; permlt prosecutions g 'dlSCIOS"u

-ing “information-. which 5% mere]y““ i

embarrassmg Or causes some dlscom =
“fortiothegovernment.”!

- Bruce_Sanford,’a Sromzr Delta Chiy
anorney calred lhe bllL “a'rude £

1
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;Amencans.- afidethe, feal Shamanis,

-gence operations. Another supporter
of: the stricter:standard, $en: Daniel-

‘not enacting _this bill to- °ase— the-

-agents Francis.E. Terpil ang Edwm P
'\hlson who set-up a secret private -

He also said “You can kickthe tarout

sary mcurSnowgntothe libertiesofall |

‘that most peoplecsnnp{y don t under
!stand why AT

Biden™ sald. federal prosecutors’
‘should be required té show that a
-Teporter deliberately set out to “lm-‘
pair or impe<e” legitimate intelli-

4-- "

P. Moynihan (D.-N:Y), said; “\Ve are

‘burden of U,S attomeys T e e

Biden also expressed fear that a
reporter might be prosecuted for
exposing - CIA abuses. Recently,: for
example, .the New York Times de-,
tailed the activities of:former ‘ClA-]

;.s w-ul

s

“I want_the press going there in--
tending 1o E’(p()Sc. {hose peop)e *
Bldensald . _._.V,,

Shortly after the vote Sen Joh'l
Chaffee (R, R.1.), sponsorpf the ver-
sion that was approved, said: ‘the leO-_
islation would ot ‘permit proseco-*
tion of journalists who exposed ille-
. gal or improper actions by the’ CIA

of.the CIA™ without specifi xcally 1den
tifying clandesnrre acem : e
R § : i




